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Scriptural References and Comment Notes

#08-285-50 DWELLERS ON EARTH, CITIZENS OF HEAVEN
(RSV)

:40 Philippians 3:20-21 But our commonwealth is in
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21
who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by
the power which enables him even to subject all things to
himself.

1. Our commonwealth (citizenship) is in heaven.

2. We await the coming of Jesus - second coming.

3. Our lowly bodies will be changed to glorious bodies.

1 John 3:2 We shall be like him

4:25 “But our commonwealth is in heaven.” Teaching.
Citizenship in the kingdom. The kingdom is that state of affairs
where the will of God is perfectly done. Teaching on Philippi -
Reference Acts 16:12 a Roman colony. Teaching on citizenship
in the kingdom of God - Reference John 3:3-8.

11:05 John 1:11-13 Those who believed in Jesus were
born into new life by God. Believe and receive. Born but also
adopted - Reference Galatians 4:4-6 Adoption as sons and the
indwelling Spirit of the Son. Teaching “Abba! Father”.

14:20 Teaching on earthly citizenship. Reference
Matthew 22:15-22. Taxes to Caesar. Reference Romans 13:1-7
Civil authorities and our responsibility to obey. Reference
Titus 3:1 obedience to rulers and authorities. Reference 1
Peter 2:13-17 Be subject to human institutions - Teaching.
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20:00 Acts 3 & 4. Teaching on the limitation on human
authority when it conflicts with God’s will and purpose.
Reference Acts 4:18-20.

21:25 Teaching on heavenly citizenship. Reference
Hebrews 11:8-10 Abraham was a man called to follow God and
so are you. Reference Hebrews 11:13 Exiles on the earth.
Teaching - dual citizenship causes some tension. Reference
John 16:33 Tribulation in the world. Reference Matthew 6:19-
20. Reference Matthew 6:25-34 Don’t waste time on worry
but seek first the kingdom of God.

26:00 Terry reads part of an early Christian writing (circa
1277), Mathetes to Diognetus about Christians being citizens in
the world.



Phil. 3:20 But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious
body, by the power which enables him even to subject all things to himself.

1John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet appear what we
shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is.

Acts 16:12 and from there to Philippi, which is the leading city of the district of
Macedonia, and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days;

John 3:3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can
a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’” 8 The wind blows
where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it
comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one who is born of the Spirit.”

John 1:11 He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. 12
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God; 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Gal. 4:4 But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

Matt. 22:15 Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how to entangle him in
his talk. 16 And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true, and teach the way of God
truthfully, and care for no man; for you do not regard the position of men. 17
Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18
But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites?
19 Show me the money for the tax.” And they brought him a coin. 20 And



Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said,
“Caesars.” Then he said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that
are Caesars, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard it, they
marveled; and they left him and went away.

Rom. 13:1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there
is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God. 2 Therefore he who resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of him who is in
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain; he is the servant of God to execute his wrath on the
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be subject, not only to avoid God’s wrath
but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For the same reason you also pay taxes,
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay all
of them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is
due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

Titus 3:1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready for any honest work,

1Pet. 2:13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it
be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish
those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will
that by doing right you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16
Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live
as servants of God. 17 Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor
the emperor.

Acts 4:18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in
the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right

in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; 20 for
we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”

Heb. 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
which he was to receive as an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where
he was to go. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign



land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.
10 For he looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.

Heb. 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received what was promised, but
having seen it and greeted it from afar, and having acknowledged that they
were strangers and exiles on the earth.

John 16:33 | have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world.”

Matt. 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal.

Matt. 6:25 “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you
shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds
of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And
which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? 28 And
why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin; 29 yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you, O men of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious,
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’
32 For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that
you need them all. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and
all these things shall be yours as well.

Matt. 6:34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Let the day’s own trouble be sufficient for the day.



