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Scriptural References and Comment Notes

# 16-030-49 Ephesians 3:1-13
PAUL: A SERVANT OF THE GOSPEL

0:00-22:00 Ephesians 3:1 “For this reason I, Paul, the
prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - “

Here Terry postulates that Paul actually thought of
himself a prisoner of Jesus, rather than of the Romans. Terry
explains his reasoning during the first section of the teaching.
Paul breaks off his opening train of thought at verse 1 and does
not return to it until verse 14.

Verse 2. Paul a persecutor of the Gentiles (of the way),
makes a 180 degree turn and now professes that God through
special revelation, instructed him to have a ministry to the
Gentiles. That ministry includes an explanation of the mystery
of Christ - Verse 6.

23:00 Paul continues to explain the meaning of the
Christian faith, as he received it from God (Jesus) directly.

25:00 - 39:00 Paul explains that Jesus, as the Word made
flesh, created the radical realization that no longer would there
be a division within the family of God - Jews and Gentiles
would be one.

39:50 Proper teaching and preaching requires that there
be no tampering with the Word. You can’t manipulate the
words to fit your own ideas - a temptation that presents itself
to every preacher.



Eph. 3:1 For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of
you Gentiles—

Eph. 3:2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that
was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by
revelation, as | have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be
able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not
made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the
Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the
gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one
body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.

Eph. 3:7 | became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given
me through the working of his power. 8 Although | am less than the least of
all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God,
who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities
in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose which he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we
may approach God with freedom and confidence. 13 | ask you, therefore, not
to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.

Eph. 3:14  For this reason | kneel before the Father,



