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#%18>036>46% PAUL’S%ACCUSATION%AND%DEFENSE%

%

%

% :42%%After%the%opening%prayer%the%audio%tape%had%a%

malfunction%and%some%of%the%material%was%inaudible.%%Terry%

was%saying%that%the%remaining%chapters%in%Acts%24>28%could%be%

considered%a%series%of%circumstances%in%Paul’s%life%and%could%be%

taken%together.%%The%audio%begins%abruptly.%

%

% :42>%3:40%%Some%background%comments%to%set%the%context.%

%

% 3:40%%Acts%23:23>35%%Reading%and%teaching%for%setting%the%

scene.%

%

% 7:35%%Acts%24:1>9%%Reading%and%Teaching.%%Paul%was%in%

trouble%because%the%world%and%the%Jews%could%not%live%with%the%

truth%of%God’s%real%will.%%First%charge%–%verse%5%–%he%was%a%

troublemaker%in%that%he%stirred%up%people.%

%

% 14:40%%Matthew%16:24%%The%world%often%reacted%to%the%

message%Jesus%proclaimed%in%the%same%way%that%they%reacted%to%

Paul’s%preaching.%%Reference%Luke%14:26%–%Jesus%is%first,%

everything%else%is%of%lower%priority.%%Whenever%God’s%word%is%

proclaimed%with%boldness%there%is%opposition.%%The%temptation%

of%preachers%is%to%water%down%the%sharpness%of%the%message%

and%that%was%what%Paul%refused%to%do.%%The%true%message%of%God%

is%offensive%to%the%flesh.%%We%must%not%translate%that%to%mean%

that%we%as%people%are%to%be%offensive.%

%



#%%18>036>46%%%Cont’d%

%

% 18:15%%Acts%24:5%%Second%charge%–%He%is%a%ringleader%of%the%

sect%of%the%Nazarenes.%Third%charge%–%He%tried%to%desecrate%the%

Temple.%%Reference%Acts%21:28>29.%

%

% 19:00%%Acts%24:6>14%%Reading%and%teaching.%%The%

distinction%of%being%whole%or%in%part%–%catholic%vs.%sectarian.%%

We%have%a%tendency%to%try%and%add%things%on%to%the%essentials%

of%Christianity%–%take%the%phrases%“Spirit%Filled”%and%“Born%

Again”%as%examples.%%Reference%Romans%8:9.%%Reference%Ezekiel%

36:26>27.%%Reference%John%14:16>17.%%Reference%1%Corinthians%

6:19.%%Reference%John%3:3>5.%

%

% 26:50%%Acts%24:14>16%%Paul%attests%to%the%same%foundation%

of%faith%that%the%Jews%proclaimed.%%No%new%testament%yet.%%Faith%

comes%from%hearing.%Reference%Romans%10:14>17.%%%

% Paul%makes%note%that%he%strives%to%keep%his%conscience%

clear%before%God%and%man.%%Reference%Acts%23:1.%

%

% 33:20%%1%Timothy%%4:1>2%%The%absence%of%God%causes%the%

conscience%to%become%seared%as%with%a%hot%iron.%%Continued%

rejection%of%God’s%attempts%(through%you%conscience),%to%cause%

repentance%in%your%life,%will%result%in%a%hardness%of%your%heart.%%

In%the%matter%of%salvation%it%is%called%the%unforgivable%sin.%%

Reference%Matthew%12:31>32.%%Reference%Genesis%6:3%%“my%

Spirit%shall%not%always%strive%with%man.”%

% God%is%always%ready%to%forgive,%but%it%is%possible%for%a%

person%to%lose%the%ability%to%repent.%

%

% 37:15%%Acts%24:16>21%%Paul%says%he%strives%to%keep%his%

conscience%clear%before%God%and%before%man.%%Verse%21%–%Paul%

knows%how%to%create%a%debate%among%the%Pharisees%and%

Sadducees.%%Reference%Acts%23:6>10%%



#%%18>036>46%%%Cont’d%

%

%

% 40:00%%Acts%24:22>27%%Paul%spoke%to%Felix%and%Drusilla%

about%Righteousness,%Self%Control%and%Judgment%and%that%was%

more%than%Felix%wanted%to%take%in.%

%

%

This%ends%Fr.%Fullam’s%teaching%on%the%book%of%Acts.%%Terry%left%

St.%Paul’s%later%in%the%year%and%never%was%able%to%teach%on%

chapters%25>28.%%So%sorry,%but%the%series%has%been%so%complete%

that%there%remains%very%little%to%add.%

%

Bless%you%all,%%John%Tiffany%
%



Acts 23:23      �Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, “Get ready reready a detachment of two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two hundred hundredhundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight.  24 Provide mounts for Paul PauPaul so that he may be taken safely to Governor Felix.” 

Acts 23:23    Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, “Get 
ready a detachment of two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two 
hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight.  24 Provide mounts for 
Paul so that he may be taken safely to Governor Felix.” Acts 23:25      ��He wrote a letter as follows: 

Acts 23:25    He wrote a letter as follows: Acts 23:26      ��Claudius Lysias,  ��To His Excellency, Governor Felix:  ��Greetings. 

Acts 23:26    Claudius Lysias, 

 To His Excellency, Governor Felix: 

 Greetings. Acts 23:27     ��This man was seized by the Jews and they were about to to to kill him, but I came with my troops and rescued him, for I had learned that he hehe is a Roman citizen.  28 I wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I brought brobrought him to their Sanhedrin.  29 I found that the accusation had to do with questions ququestions about their law, but there was no charge against him that deserved death dedeath or imprisonment.  30 When I was informed of a plot to be carried out against againagainst the man, I sent him to you at once. I also ordered his accusers to present presentpresent to you their case against him. 

Acts 23:27   This man was seized by the Jews and they were about 
to kill him, but I came with my troops and rescued him, for I had learned that 
he is a Roman citizen.  28 I wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I 
brought him to their Sanhedrin.  29 I found that the accusation had to do with 
questions about their law, but there was no charge against him that deserved 
death or imprisonment.  30 When I was informed of a plot to be carried out 
against the man, I sent him to you at once. I also ordered his accusers to 
present to you their case against him. Acts 23:31      �So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with them during dduring the night and brought him as far as Antipatris.  32 The next day they let the tthe cavalry go on with him, while they returned to the barracks.  33 When the cavalry cavcavalry arrived in Caesarea, they delivered the letter to the governor and handed handedhanded Paul over to him.  34 The governor read the letter and asked what province provinprovince he was from. Learning that he was from Cilicia,  35 he said, “I will hear your yyour case when your accusers get here.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept under undeunder guard in Herod’s palace. 

Acts 23:31    So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with them 
during the night and brought him as far as Antipatris.  32 The next day they let 
the cavalry go on with him, while they returned to the barracks.  33 When the 
cavalry arrived in Caesarea, they delivered the letter to the governor and 
handed Paul over to him.  34 The governor read the letter and asked what 
province he was from. Learning that he was from Cilicia,  35 he said, “I will hear 
your case when your accusers get here.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept 
under guard in Herod’s palace. Acts 24:1     �Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some sosome of the elders and a lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought their charges chargescharges against Paul before the governor.  2 When Paul was called in, Tertullus presented ppresented his case before Felix: “We have enjoyed a long period of peace under you, yyou, and your foresight has brought about reforms in this nation.  3 Everywhere Everywhere Everywhere and in every way, most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with profound proprofound gratitude.  4 But in order not to weary you further, I would request that thatthat you be kind enough to hear us briefly. 

Acts 24:1   Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with 
some of the elders and a lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought their 
charges against Paul before the governor.  2 When Paul was called in, Tertullus 
presented his case before Felix: “We have enjoyed a long period of peace under 
you, and your foresight has brought about reforms in this nation.  3 
Everywhere and in every way, most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with 
profound gratitude.  4 But in order not to weary you further, I would request 



that you be kind enough to hear us briefly. Acts 24:5      �“We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among amonamong the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and and and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him.  8 By examining him yourself yyourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these charges we are bringing bringinbringing against him.” 

Acts 24:5    “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots 
among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 
and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him.  8 By examining him 
yourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these charges we are 
bringing against him.” Acts 24:9      �The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were true. trtrue. 

Acts 24:9    The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were 
true. Matt. 16:24      �Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, mme, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

Matt. 16:24    Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his his his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot cannotcannot be my disciple.

Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, 
his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he 
cannot be my disciple.Acts 24:5      �“We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among amonamong the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect

Acts 24:5    “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots 
among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sectActs 21:28 shouting, “Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches all men menmen everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he he he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place.”  29 (They (The(They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed assuassumed that Paul had brought him into the temple area.) 

Acts 21:28 shouting, “Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches all 
men everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, 
he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place.”  29 
(They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and 
assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple area.) Acts 24:6 and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him.  8 By examining examinexamining him yourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these charges chargecharges we are bringing against him.” 

Acts 24:6 and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him.  8 By 
examining him yourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these 
charges we are bringing against him.” Acts 24:9      �The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were true. trtrue. 

Acts 24:9    The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were 
true. Acts 24:10      �When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I know kknow that for a number of years you have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly gladgladly make my defense.  11 You can easily verify that no more than twelve days daysdays ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship.  12 My accusers did not find me arguing arguarguing with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere aanywhere else in the city.  13 And they cannot prove to you the charges they are are are now making against me.  14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers ffathers as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees aagrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, 

Acts 24:10    When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I 
know that for a number of years you have been a judge over this nation; so I 
gladly make my defense.  11 You can easily verify that no more than twelve 
days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship.  12 My accusers did not find me 



arguing with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or 
anywhere else in the city.  13 And they cannot prove to you the charges they 
are now making against me.  14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our 
fathers as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that 
agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, Rom. 8:9      �You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, SpiriSpirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, CChrist, he does not belong to Christ. 

Rom. 8:9    You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the 
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Christ. Ezek. 36:26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from frfrom you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  27 And I will put my my my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. lalaws. 

Ezek. 36:26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  27 And I will put 
my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my 
laws. John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be bebe with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because becausbecause it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you yyou and will be in you.

John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to 
be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be in you.1Cor. 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in iin you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 

1Cor. 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is 
in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; John 3:3      �In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom kingdkingdom of God unless he is born again.’” 

John 3:3    In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born again.’” John 3:4      �“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he hhe cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” 

John 3:4    “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely 
he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” John 3:5      �Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of oof God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

John 3:5    Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom 
of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.Acts 24:14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of ofof the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees with the Law and aand that is written in the Prophets,  15 and I have the same hope in God as these thesethese men, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. wickedwicked.  16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

Acts 24:14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower 
of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees with the Law 
and that is written in the Prophets,  15 and I have the same hope in God as 
these men, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the 
wicked.  16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 



Rom. 10:14      �How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And AAnd how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can cancan they hear without someone preaching to them?  15 And how can they preach preachpreach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those those those who bring good news!” 

Rom. 10:14    How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how 
can they hear without someone preaching to them?  15 And how can they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!” Rom. 10:16      �But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, saysays, “Lord, who has believed our message?”  17 Consequently, faith comes from fromfrom hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. ChristChrist. 

Rom. 10:16    But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah 
says, “Lord, who has believed our message?”  17 Consequently, faith comes 
from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of 
Christ. Acts 23:1     �Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled ffulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.” 

Acts 23:1   Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have 
fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.” 1Tim. 4:1     �The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith faith faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.  2 Such teachings teachingteachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared seared seared as with a hot iron. 

1Tim. 4:1   The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the 
faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.  2 Such 
teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been 
seared as with a hot iron. Matt. 12:31 And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the tthe blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word wword against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the thethe Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Matt. 12:31 And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but 
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against 
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.Gen. 6:3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is iis mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.” 

Gen. 6:3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he 
is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.” Acts 24:16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

Acts 24:16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. Acts 24:17      �“After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring bringbring my people gifts for the poor and to present offerings.  18 I was ceremonially ceremonialceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts doing this. There was wwas no crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance.  19 But there are some sosome Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and bring bringbring charges if they have anything against me.  20 Or these who are here should shouldshould state what crime they found in me when I stood before the Sanhedrin—  21221 unless it was this one thing I shouted as I stood in their presence: ‘It is concerning concerconcerning the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.’” 

Acts 24:17    “After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to 
bring my people gifts for the poor and to present offerings.  18 I was 
ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts doing this. There 
was no crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance.  19 But there are 
some Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and 
bring charges if they have anything against me.  20 Or these who are here 
should state what crime they found in me when I stood before the Sanhedrin—  
21 unless it was this one thing I shouted as I stood in their presence: ‘It is 
concerning the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.’” 



Acts 23:6      �Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others otherothers Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son sson of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead.” ddead.”  7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, SSadducees, and the assembly was divided.  8 (The Sadducees say that there is no nono resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge aacknowledge them all.) 

Acts 23:6    Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the 
others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the 
dead.”  7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.  8 (The Sadducees say that there is 
no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees 
acknowledge them all.) Acts 23:9      �There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were wwere Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this thithis man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?”  10 The dispute disdispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to to to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them ththem by force and bring him into the barracks. 

Acts 23:9    There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who 
were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with 
this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?”  10 The 
dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn 
to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from 
them by force and bring him into the barracks. Acts 24:22      �Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the ththe proceedings. “When Lysias the commander comes,” he said, “I will decide your youyour case.”  23 He ordered the centurion to keep Paul under guard but to give him hihim some freedom and permit his friends to take care of his needs. 

Acts 24:22    Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned 
the proceedings. “When Lysias the commander comes,” he said, “I will decide 
your case.”  23 He ordered the centurion to keep Paul under guard but to give 
him some freedom and permit his friends to take care of his needs. Acts 24:24      �Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. JJewess. He sent for Paul and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. JesJesus.  25 As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to toto come, Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You may leave. When WhenWhen I find it convenient, I will send for you.”  26 At the same time he was hoping hopinhoping that Paul would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and talked talketalked with him. 

Acts 24:24    Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was a 
Jewess. He sent for Paul and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ 
Jesus.  25 As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment 
to come, Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You may leave. 
When I find it convenient, I will send for you.”  26 At the same time he was 
hoping that Paul would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and 
talked with him. Acts 24:27      �When two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, FeFestus, but because Felix wanted to grant a favor to the Jews, he left Paul in prison. prisoprison.   

Acts 24:27    When two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius 
Festus, but because Felix wanted to grant a favor to the Jews, he left Paul in 
prison.  


