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Scriptural References and Comment Notes

#18-015-46 MAN WHOSE MIND WAS MADE UP

:00-6:45 Overview comments to set the context for
chapter 21.

6:45 Acts 20:28-38 Reading.

8:40 Acts 21:1-3 The landing at Tyre completes Paul’s
third missionary journey. He has a special urgency in his heart.
Reference Acts 20:22-24.

14:50 Acts 21:3-4 Teaching on Paul’s fondness for the
disciples and their concern for him.

17:55 Matthew 16:13-20 Peter, only in the power of the
Spirit, states that Jesus is the Christ. Reference 1 Corinthians
12:3.

19:30 Matthew 16:21-23 Peter, out of compassion,
attempts to keep Jesus from being harmed, but to Jesus it was
the tempter’s voice trying to divert him from the Father’s will.
How many times does human concern prevent the purpose of

God?

22:00 Acts 21:5-6 In obedience to God’s call, Paul is
preparing to leave loving friends and enter into a danger zone.



# 18-015-46 Cont'd

23:50 Acts 21:7-19 Reading and teaching. Paul’s
friends, even including Luke, continue, out of well meaning
human concern, in their attempts, to dissuade him from going
to Jerusalem. Jesus had the same experience.

33:00 Acts 21:19-25 Paul, being now back on Jewish land,
clarifies what he had done in the Gentile territories, so as to
correct any misunderstandings among the Jews. Some in
Jerusalem were concerned that he had offended some Jewish
converts so they asked him to show his support by sponsoring
four men for a Nazirite vow period. Some say this was a
compromise by Paul. Reference 2 Kings 5 Naaman healed of
Leprosy, teaching.

42:35 Acts 21:26-40 Teaching on the circumstances
surrounding Paul’s arrest.



Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought
with his own blood. 29 | know that after | leave, savage wolves will come in
among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men
will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31
So be on your guard! Remember that for three years | never stopped warning
each of you night and day with tears.

Acts 20:32 “Now | commit you to God and to the word of his grace,
which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You
yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and
the needs of my companions. 35 In everything | did, | showed you that by this
kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord
Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.””

Acts 20:36 When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and
prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What
grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again.
Then they accompanied him to the ship.

Acts 21:1  After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and
sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to
Patara. 2 We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went on board and set
sail. 3 After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to
Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. 4 Finding the
disciples there, we stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged
Paul not to go on to Jerusalem.

Acts 20:22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem,
not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 | only know that in every city
the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However,
| consider my life worth nothing to me, if only | may finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the
gospel of God’s grace.

Matt. 16:13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”



Matt. 16:14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah;
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

Matt. 16:15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?”
Matt. 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”

Matt. 16:17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this

was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And | tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it. 19 | will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he warned his disciples not
to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

1Cor. 12:3 Therefore | tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God
says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy
Spirit.

Matt. 16:21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders,
chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life.

Matt. 16:22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!”
he said. “This shall never happen to you!”

Matt. 16:23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but
the things of men.”

Acts 21:5 But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the
disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and
there on the beach we knelt to pray. 6 After saying good-by to each other, we
went aboard the ship, and they returned home.



Acts 21:7  We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where
we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day. 8 Leaving the next
day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one
of the Seven. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied.

Acts 21:10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named
Agabus came down from Judea. 11 Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied
his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the
Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the
Gentiles.””

Acts 21:12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with
Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping
and breaking my heart? | am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 When he would not be
dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.”

Acts 21:15 After this, we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 Some
of the disciples from Caesarea accompanied us and brought us to the home of
Mnason, where we were to stay. He was a man from Cyprus and one of the
early disciples.

Acts 21:17 When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers received us
warmly. 18 The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the
elders were present. 19 Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God
had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.

19 Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God had done among the
Gentiles through his ministry.

Acts 21:20 When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said to
Paul: “You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews have believed, and all of
them are zealous for the law. 21 They have been informed that you teach all
the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling them
not to circumcise their children or live according to our customs. 22 What shall
we do? They will certainly hear that you have come, 23 so do what we tell you.
There are four men with us who have made a vow. 24 Take these men, join in
their purification rites and pay their expenses, so that they can have their



heads shaved. Then everybody will know there is no truth in these reports
about you, but that you yourself are living in obedience to the law. 25 As for
the Gentile believers, we have written to them our decision that they should
abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled
animals and from sexual immorality.”

Acts 21:26 The next day Paul took the men and purified himself along
with them. Then he went to the temple to give notice of the date when the days
of purification would end and the offering would be made for each of them.

Acts 21:27 When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the
province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and
seized him, 28 shouting, “Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches
all men everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And
besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy
place.” 29 (They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with
Paul and assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple area.)

Acts 21:30 The whole city was aroused, and the people came running
from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and
immediately the gates were shut. 31 While they were trying to kill him, news
reached the commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem
was in an uproar. 32 He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down
to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they
stopped beating Paul.

Acts 21:33 The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him
to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had
done. 34 Some in the crowd shouted one thing and some another, and since
the commander could not get at the truth because of the uproar, he ordered
that Paul be taken into the barracks. 35 When Paul reached the steps, the
violence of the mob was so great he had to be carried by the soldiers. 36 The
crowd that followed kept shouting, “Away with him!”

Acts 21:37 As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, he
asked the commander, “May | say something to you?”

“Do you speak Greek?” he replied. 38 “Aren’t you the Egyptian who



started a revolt and led four thousand terrorists out into the desert some time
ago?’

Acts 21:39 Paul answered, “| am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of
no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the people.”

Acts 21:40 Having received the commander’s permission, Paul stood on
the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to
them in Aramaic:

2Kings 5:1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of
Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded,
because through him the Lorb had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant
soldier, but he had leprosy.

2Kings 5:2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a
young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her
mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He
would cure him of his leprosy.”

2Kings 5:4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from
Israel had said. 5 “By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a
letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of
silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that
he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter | am sending my servant
Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.”

2Kings 5:7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes
and said, “Am | God? Can | kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send
someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a
qguarrel with me!”

2Kings 5:8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had
torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have
the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So
Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s
house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven
times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”



2Kings 5:11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he
would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LorD his
God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are not
Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of
Israel? Couldn’t | wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in
a rage.

2Kings 5:13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the
prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How
much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 14 So he went
down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had
told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.

2Kings 5:15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of
God. He stood before him and said, “Now | know that there is no God in all the
world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant.”

2Kings 5:16 The prophet answered, “As surely as the LorD lives, whom |
serve, | will not accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he
refused.

2Kings 5:17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant,
be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never
again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LorD. 18
But may the Lorp forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master
enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and |
bow there also—when | bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lorp
forgive your servant for this.”

2Kings 5:19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said.

After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the servant of
Elisha the man of God, said to himself, “My master was too easy on Naaman,
this Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the

Lorp lives, | will run after him and get something from him.”

2Kings 5:21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him



running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything
all right?” he asked.

2Kings 5:22 “Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master sent
me to say, ‘Two young men from the company of the prophets have just come
to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and
two sets of clothing.””

2Kings 5:23 “By all means, take two talents,” said Naaman. He urged
Gehazi to accept them, and then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags,
with two sets of clothing. He gave them to two of his servants, and they carried
them ahead of Gehazi. 24 When Gehazi came to the hill, he took the things
from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent the men away and
they left. 25 Then he went in and stood before his master Elisha.

“Where have you been, Gehazi?” Elisha asked.
“Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi answered.

2Kings 5:26 But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the
man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money, or
to accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, flocks, herds, or menservants and
maidservants? 27 Naaman'’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants
forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and he was leprous, as
white as snow.



