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Scriptural References and Comment Notes

#07-073-46 JERUSALEM COUNCIL

:00-4:00 Acts 15: 1-21 Reading.

4:05 Acts 15:1 Teaching on the historical emergence of
the new Christian way among the culture at the time - Jews

and Gentiles. Specifically “How does a person become a child of
God?”

7:35 Genesis 17:1-8 God initiates the covenant with
Abram, and gives him a new name - Abraham. God will be God
to all his descendants and will give them a land in Canaan.

10:50 Genesis 17:9-14 What was Abraham to do. 1. Keep
the Covenant and 2. Be circumcised and have every male

circumcised (a sign of belonging to the Covenant people of
God).

15:55 Deuteronomy 10:12-17 What are the Covenant
people to do? To hold God in awe and absolute honor, to walk
in his ways, to love him and to obey him. Above all be
circumcised in your heart - remove all stubbornness from your
relationship with the Lord.

17:40 Jeremiah 9:25 The outward sign of the covenant -
physical circumcision in the flesh - is not the essential element.
Circumcision of the heart is the real issue.
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19:25 Exodus 34:27-28 The Covenant is explained
further; a covenant of Law.

21:05 Acts 15:1-11 Further teaching on why the
circumcision issue was so vital and how the church decided to
handle the matter. Peter responds - Reference Acts 10.
Teaching on the story of Peter and Cornelius.

29:35 Acts 11:1-4,15-17 Teaching on how Peter explains
his actions with the gentiles. Acts 14:27 Paul and Barnabas
with the Gentiles.

31:50 Acts 15:10-11 Peter and the council. Teaching -
Grace is the answer. Reference Isaiah 64:6.

37:25 Galatians 2:4-16 Teaching. There is an audio
break at 39:34 while reading verse 9. The teaching picks up at
verse 11. Paul who was a devoted and pious Jew makes it clear
that Justification comes from faith, not observance of the law.

43:00 Galatians 5:3 If one tries to add circumcision to
Justification through Christ, then he is again obligated to fulfill
the entire law. Teaching - so how is one saved?

43:55 Romans 3:20-24 Teaching on Justification through
faith not on the law. Widespread misunderstanding even
within the church today as to what makes a person acceptable

to God.

52:45 Romans 5:8-10 God takes the first step to
reconcile us, even in our rebellion. Reference Genesis 3:6-13,
21. Teaching on the first rebellion of man.
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58:10 Jeremiah 23:5-6 The Lord is our Righteousness.

1:03:40 Romans 10:1-4 Either receive God’s
righteousness or try and establish your own. Reference
Matthew 22:8-14.

1:07:45 Ephesians 2:8-10 God has provided, we need to
accept.

1:10:00 Revelation 3:20 Jesus continues to knock each
day - do we let him in?



Acts 15:1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the
brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed
to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3 So,
being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, reporting the conversion of the Gentiles, and they gave great joy to all
the brethren. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the
church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had
done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees rose up, and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to charge
them to keep the law of Moses.”

Acts 15:6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this
matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter rose and said to them,
“Brethren, you know that in the early days God made choice among you, that
by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8
And God who knows the heart bore witness to them, giving them the Holy
Spirit just as he did to us; 9 and he made no distinction between us and them,
but cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore why do you make trial of
God by putting a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers
nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we shall be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Acts 15:12 And all the assembly kept silence; and they listened to Barnabas
and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them
among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brethren,
listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take
out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets
agree, as it is written, 16 ‘After this | will return, and | will rebuild the dwelling
of David, which has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up, 17 that
the rest of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my
name, 18 says the Lord, who has made these things known from of old.” 19
Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who
turn to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the pollutions of
idols and from unchastity and from what is strangled and from blood. 21 For
from early generations Moses has had in every city those who preach him, for
he is read every sabbath in the synagogues.”



Gen. 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be
blameless. 2 And | will make my covenant between me and you, and will
multiply you exceedingly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,
4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude
of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for | have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will
make you exceedingly fruitful; and | will make nations of you, and kings shall
come forth from you. 7 And | will establish my covenant between me and you
and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. 8 And | will
give to you, and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings,
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be their God.”

Gen. 17:9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant,
you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 This is
my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your descendants
after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be
circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and you. 12 He that is eight days old among you shall be
circumcised; every male throughout your generations, whether born in your
house, or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your
offspring, 13 both he that is born in your house and he that is bought with
your money, shall be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an
everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my
covenant.”

Deut. 10:12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you,
but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the
commandments and statutes of the LORD, which | command you this day for
your good? 14 Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of
heavens, the earth with all that is in it; 15 yet the LORD set his heart in love
upon your fathers and chose their descendants after them, you above all
peoples, as at this day. 16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and
be no longer stubborn. 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of



lords, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who is not partial and takes
no bribe.

Jer. 9:25 “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when | will punish all
those who are circumcised but yet uncircumcised —

Ex. 34:27 And the LORD said to Moses, “Write these words; in accordance with
these words | have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 28 And he was
there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank
water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten
commandments.

Acts 15:1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the
brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed
to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3 So,
being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, reporting the conversion of the Gentiles, and they gave great joy to all
the brethren. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the
church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had
done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees rose up, and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to charge
them to keep the law of Moses.”

Acts 15:6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this
matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter rose and said to them,
“Brethren, you know that in the early days God made choice among you, that
by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8
And God who knows the heart bore witness to them, giving them the Holy
Spirit just as he did to us; 9 and he made no distinction between us and them,
but cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore why do you make trial of
God by putting a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers
nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we shall be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Acts 10:1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what
was known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his



household, gave alms liberally to the people, and prayed constantly to God. 3
About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God
coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror, and
said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have
ascended as a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa, and bring
one Simon who is called Peter; 6 he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose
house is by the seaside.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he
called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those that waited
on him, 8 and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

Acts 10:9 The next day, as they were on their journey and coming near the
city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 And he
became hungry and desired something to eat; but while they were preparing it,
he fell into a trance 11 and saw the heaven opened, and something
descending, like a great sheet, let down by four corners upon the earth. 12 In
it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there
came a voice to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “No, Lord; for
| have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice
came to him again a second time, “What God has cleansed, you must not call
common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once
to heaven.

Acts 10:17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision
which he had seen might mean, behold, the men that were sent by Cornelius,
having made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood before the gate 18 and called
out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19 And
while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men
are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down, and accompany them without
hesitation; for | have sent them.” 21 And Peter went down to the men and said,
“I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your coming?” 22 And
they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well
spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for
you to come to his house, and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he called
them in to be his guests.

The next day he rose and went off with them, and some of the brethren from
Joppa accompanied him. 24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea.
Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his kinsmen and close



friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet
and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; | too am a
man.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons
gathered; 28 and he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for
a Jew to associate with or to visit any one of another nation; but God has
shown me that | should not call any man common or unclean. 29 So when |

was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you sent for me.”

Acts 10:30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, | was keeping
the ninth hour of prayer in my house; and behold, a man stood before me in
bright apparel, 31 saying, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your
alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask
for Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by
the seaside.” 33 So | sent to you at once, and you have been kind enough to
come. Now therefore we are all here present in the sight of God, to hear all
that you have been commanded by the Lord.”

Acts 10:34 And Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | perceive that God
shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation any one who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the word which he sent to
Israel, preaching good news of peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 the
word which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after
the baptism which John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
that were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are
witnesses to all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the
third day and made him manifest; 41 not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from
the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43
To him all the prophets bear witness that every one who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Acts 10:44 While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard
the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who came with
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and



extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can any one forbid water for baptizing
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked
him to remain for some days.

Acts 11:1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to
uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 But Peter began and explained to
them in order:

Acts 11:15 As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the
beginning. 16 And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then
God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was | that | could withstand God?”

Acts 14:27 And when they arrived, they gathered the church together and
declared all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of
faith to the Gentiles.

Acts 15:10 Now therefore why do you make trial of God by putting a yoke upon
the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we have been able to
bear? 11 But we believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord
Jesus, just as they will.”

Is. 64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities,
like the wind, take us away.

Gal. 2:4 But because of false brethren secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy
out our freedom which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage — 5 to them we did not yield submission even for a moment, that the
truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6 And from those who were
reputed to be something (what they were makes no difference to me; God
shows no partiality) — those, | say, who were of repute added nothing to me; 7
but on the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with the gospel
to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the



circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for the mission to the
circumcised worked through me also for the Gentiles), 9 and when they
perceived the grace that was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who
were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised; 10
only they would have us remember the poor, which very thing | was eager to
do.

Gal. 2:11 But when Cephas came to Antioch | opposed him to his face,
because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he
ate with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself,
fearing the circumcision party. 13 And with him the rest of the Jews acted
insincerely, so that even Barnabas was carried away by their insincerity. 14 But
when | saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, |
said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not
like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?” 15 We ourselves,
who are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners, 16 yet who know that a man is
not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by
works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified.

Gal. 5:3 | testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is bound
to keep the whole law.

Rom. 3:20 For no human being will be justified in his sight by works of the law,
since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

Rom. 3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from
law, although the law and the prophets bear witness to it, 22 the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there
is no distinction; 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24
they are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus,

Rom. 5:8 But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now



that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

Gen. 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and
he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.

Gen. 3:8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard
the sound of thee in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and |
hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” 13
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and | ate.”

Gen. 3:21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of
skins, and clothed them.

Jer. 23:5 “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be
saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

Rom. 10:1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they
may be saved. 2| bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not
enlightened. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God,
and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s
righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law, that every one who has faith
may be justified.

Matt. 22:8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the
marriage feast as many as you find.” 10 And those servants went out into the



streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

Matt. 22:11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a
man who had no wedding garment; 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then
the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the
outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” 14 For many are
called, but few are chosen.”

Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your
own doing, it is the gift of God — 9 not because of works, lest any man should
boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Rev. 3:20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and
opens the door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.



