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Scriptural References and Comment Notes

#12-077-31 THE GIDEON FACTOR
(RSV)

1:15 Judges 6:1-6 Reading. Teaching on Israel and their
trouble with the Midianites. The calling of Gideon.

3:10 Judges 7:2-3 Even though Gideon had only 32,000
soldiers, against the forces of Midian that numbered 135,000,
God had some force reduction in mind for Gideon. Reference
Deuteronomy 20:8 Moses, on another occasion, had received
a similar message to let the fainthearted and fearful go home.
Gideon’s army reduced to 10,000, after two thirds of them left.

5:40 Judges 7:4-22 Gideon’s army reduced from 10.000
to 300. So it was 300 and God against 135,000. Teaching
related to the victory of God no matter the appearances.

10:30 Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to this? If
God is for us, who is against us? God and you are an
overwhelming majority.

12:10 1 Samuel 14:6 “Come, let us go over to the
garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the LORD will
work for us; for nothing can hinder the LORD from saving by
many or by few.” Teaching.

13:00 Psalm 81: 13-14 O that my people would listen to
me, that Israel would walk in my ways! 14 I would soon
subdue their enemies, and turn my hand against
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their foes. Teaching, The price of victory is not measured in
arms. It comes from walking in God’s plan.

15:30 Leviticus 26:3-8 Obedience can make it possible
to survive the obstacles. Reference Deuteronomy 28:1-7 and
Joshua 23:6-10 One man with God can accomplish the
supernatural. Reference to David and the five smooth stones 1
Samuel 17:40

19:00 1 Corinthians 1:27 but God chose what is foolish
in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong,

20:15 Proverbs 3:5-6 Trustin the LORD with all your
heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 6 In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

23:00 Isaiah 43:2 When you pass through the waters |
will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you.

Teaching - troubles do not disappear but the LORD stays
with us through them. Reference Psalm 23:4 Teaching.

24:50 2 Chronicles 20 Teaching on obedience and trust in
the face of overwhelming circumstances.



Judg. 6:1  Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LorD, and for seven
years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of
Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in
mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted their
crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the
country. 4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza
and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys.
5 They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It
was impossible to count the men and their camels; they invaded the land to
ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the
LorDp for help.

Judg. 7:2 The Lorp said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me to deliver
Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast against me that her
own strength has saved her, 3 announce now to the people, ‘Anyone who
trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’”” So twenty-two
thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.

Judg. 7:4  But the Lorp said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take
them down to the water, and | will sift them for you there. If | say, ‘This one
shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if | say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he
shall not go.”

Judg. 7:5  So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lorp told
him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues like a dog from
those who kneel down to drink.” 6 Three hundred men lapped with their hands
to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.

Judg. 7:7  The Lorp said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped |
will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the other men go,
each to his own place.” 8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites to their tents
but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the
others.

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 9 During that night
the LorD said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because |
am going to give it into your hands. 10 If you are afraid to attack, go
down to the camp with your servant Purah 11 and listen to what they



are saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So
he and Purah his servant went down to the outposts of the camp. 12
The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had

settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be

counted than the sand on the seashore.

Judg. 7:13 Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I
had a dream,” he was saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into
the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent overturned
and collapsed.”

Judg. 7:14 His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the
sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and
the whole camp into his hands.”

Judg. 7:15 When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he
worshiped God. He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The
LorD has given the Midianite camp into your hands.” 16 Dividing the three
hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the
hands of all of them, with torches inside.

Judg. 7:17 “Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When | get to the
edge of the camp, do exactly as | do. 18 When | and all who are with me blow
our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For the
Lorp and for Gideon.”

Judg. 7:19 Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of
the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the
guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands.
20 The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the
torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they
were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for the LorD and for Gideon!” 21 While
each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out
as they fled.

Judg. 7:22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LorD caused
the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The
army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah



near Tabbath.

Rom. 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us,
who can be against us?

1Sam. 14:6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go
over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the Lorp will act in
our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lorp from saving, whether by many or by
few.”

Psa. 81:13 “If my people would but listen to me,
if Israel would follow my ways,

14 how quickly would | subdue their enemies
and turn my hand against their foes!

Lev. 26:3  “ ‘If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands,
4 1 will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the
trees of the field their fruit. 5 Your threshing will continue until grape harvest
and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food
you want and live in safety in your land.

Lev. 26:6  “ ‘I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one
will make you afraid. | will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword
will not pass through your country. 7 You will pursue your enemies, and they
will fall by the sword before you. 8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a
hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the
sword before you.

Deut. 28:1 If you fully obey the Lorp your God and carefully follow all his
commands | give you today, the Lorp your God will set you high above all the
nations on earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you
if you obey the Lorp your God:

Deut. 28:3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the
country.
Deut. 28:4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of

your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the



lambs of your flocks.
Deut. 28:5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.

Deut. 28:6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed
when you go out.

Deut. 28:7 The Lorp will grant that the enemies who rise up against you
will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee
from you in seven.

Josh. 23:6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the
Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7
Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the
names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down
to them. 8 But you are to hold fast to the Lorb your God, as you have until
now.

Josh. 23:9 “The LorD has driven out before you great and powerful
nations; to this day no one has been able to withstand you. 10 One of you
routs a thousand, because the Lorbp your God fights for you, just as he
promised.

1Sam. 17:40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from
the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in
his hand, approached the Philistine.

1Cor. 1:27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise;
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.

Prov. 3:5  Trust in the Lorp with all your heart

and lean not on your own understanding;
6 in all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make your paths straight.

Is. 43:2 When you pass through the waters,
| will be with you;



and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.

When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.

Psa. 23:4  Even though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,

| will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

2Chr. 20:1 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the
Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat.

2Chr. 20:2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is
coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Sea. It is already in
Hazazon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi). 3 Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire
of the Lorp, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. 4 The people of Judah came
together to seek help from the Lorp; indeed, they came from every town in
Judah to seek him.

2Chr. 20:5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and
Jerusalem at the temple of the Lorp in the front of the new courtyard 6 and said:
“O Lorp, God of our fathers, are you not the God who is in heaven?
You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your
hand, and no one can withstand you.
7 O our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your
people Israel and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 8
They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for your Name, saying, 9
‘If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of judgment, or plague or
famine, we will stand in your presence before this temple that bears your Name
and will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us and save us.’



2Chr. 20:10 “But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount
Seir, whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade when they came from
Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not destroy them. 11 See how
they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession you gave us
as an inheritance. 12 O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no
power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do,
but our eyes are upon you.”

2Chr. 20:13 All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little
ones, stood there before the LorbD.

2Chr. 20:14 Then the Spirit of the Lorp came upon Jahaziel son of
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite
and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly.

2Chr. 20:15 He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah
and Jerusalem! This is what the LorD says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or
discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.
16 Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass
of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel.
17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and
see the deliverance the Lorp will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lorp will
be with you.””

2Chr. 20:18 Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, and all the
people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the Lorp. 19 Then
some Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised the Lorb,
the God of Israel, with very loud voice.

2Chr. 20:20 Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they
set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of
Jerusalem! Have faith in the Lorp your God and you will be upheld; have faith in
his prophets and you will be successful.” 21 After consulting the people,
Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lorp and to praise him for the
splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying:
“Give thanks to the Lorb,
for his love endures forever.”



2Chr. 20:22 As they began to sing and praise, the Lorp set ambushes
against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading
Judah, and they were defeated. 23 The men of Ammon and Moab rose up
against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they
finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another.

2Chr. 20:24 When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the
desert and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on
the ground; no one had escaped. 25 So Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry
off their plunder, and they found among them a great amount of equipment
and clothing and also articles of value—more than they could take away. There
was so much plunder that it took three days to collect it. 26 On the fourth day
they assembled in the Valley of Beracah, where they praised the Lorp. This is
why it is called the Valley of Beracah to this day.

2Chr. 20:27 Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem
returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for the Lorp had given them cause to rejoice
over their enemies. 28 They entered Jerusalem and went to the temple of the
LorD with harps and lutes and trumpets.

2Chr. 20:29 The fear of God came upon all the kingdoms of the countries
when they heard how the LorD had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30
And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him rest
on every side.

2Chr. 20:31 So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was thirty-five years
old when he became king of Judah, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-five
years. His mother’s name was Azubah daughter of Shilhi. 32 He walked in the
ways of his father Asa and did not stray from them; he did what was right in
the eyes of the Lorp. 33 The high places, however, were not removed, and the
people still had not set their hearts on the God of their fathers.

2Chr. 20:34 The other events of Jehoshaphat’s reign, from beginning to
end, are written in the annals of Jehu son of Hanani, which are recorded in the

book of the kings of Israel.

2Chr. 20:35 Later, Jehoshaphat king of Judah made an alliance with



Ahaziah king of Israel, who was guilty of wickedness. 36 He agreed with him
to construct a fleet of trading ships. After these were built at Ezion Geber, 37
Eliezer son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying,
“Because you have made an alliance with Ahaziah, the Lorb will destroy what
you have made.” The ships were wrecked and were not able to set sail to trade.



