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evidenced%by%the%life%of%St.%Paul’s%Church%Darien,%Ct.%%God%did%
not%tell%Terry%and%then%he%told%the%Vestry,%no,%the%Lord%told%all%
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Acts 15:1     �Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: bbrothers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, MosesMoses, you cannot be saved.”  2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute dispudispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with with with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about aabout this question.  3 The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through tthrough Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This TThis news made all the brothers very glad.  4 When they came to Jerusalem, they theythey were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported rereported everything God had done through them. 

Acts 15:1   Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
brothers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by 
Moses, you cannot be saved.”  2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp 
dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along 
with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders 
about this question.  3 The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled 
through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. 
This news made all the brothers very glad.  4 When they came to Jerusalem, 
they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they 
reported everything God had done through them. Acts 15:5      �Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees PhariseePharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to to to obey the law of Moses.” 

Acts 15:5    Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required 
to obey the law of Moses.” Acts 15:6      �The apostles and elders met to consider this question.  7 After much muchmuch discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some somsome time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from fromfrom my lips the message of the gospel and believe.  8 God, who knows the heart, hearheart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he hehe did to us.  9 He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their thetheir hearts by faith.  10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the the the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to tto bear?  11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, ssaved, just as they are.” 

Acts 15:6    The apostles and elders met to consider this question.  7 After 
much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that 
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear 
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe.  8 God, who knows the 
heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as 
he did to us.  9 He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified 
their hearts by faith.  10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on 
the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able 
to bear?  11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are 
saved, just as they are.” Acts 15:12      �The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas BarnabasBarnabas and Paul telling about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done donedone among the Gentiles through them.  13 When they finished, James spoke up: upup: “Brothers, listen to me.  14 Simon has described to us how God at first showed showeshowed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself.  15 The words wowords of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: 

Acts 15:12    The whole assembly became silent as they listened to 
Barnabas and Paul telling about the miraculous signs and wonders God had 
done among the Gentiles through them.  13 When they finished, James spoke 
up: “Brothers, listen to me.  14 Simon has described to us how God at first 
showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself.  15 The 
words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: Acts 15:16      �“ ‘After this I will return��and rebuild David’s fallen tent. �Its ruins I will rebuild,��and I will restore it, 

Acts 15:16    “ ‘After this I will return
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.

 Its ruins I will rebuild,
and I will restore it, 



17 �that the remnant of men may seek the Lord,��and all the Gentiles who bear my name,�says the Lord, who does these things’ 

17 that the remnant of men may seek the Lord,
and all the Gentiles who bear my name,

says the Lord, who does these things’ 18 ��that have been known for ages. 
18 that have been known for ages. Acts 15:19      �“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult difficudifficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.  20 Instead we should write to them, tthem, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, immoralitimmorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.  21 For Moses has hhas been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues synagosynagogues on every Sabbath.” 

Acts 15:19    “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it 
difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.  20 Instead we should write to 
them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual 
immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.  21 For Moses 
has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the 
synagogues on every Sabbath.” Acts 15:22      �Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to toto choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. BarnaBarnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were leaders leadleaders among the brothers.  23 With them they sent the following letter:  ��The apostles and elders, your brothers,  ��To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:  ��Greetings. 

Acts 15:22    Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided 
to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were 
leaders among the brothers.  23 With them they sent the following letter: 

 The apostles and elders, your brothers, 

 To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: 

 Greetings. Acts 15:24     ��We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization aauthorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said.  25 So So So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends friendfriends Barnabas and Paul—  26 men who have risked their lives for the name of of of our Lord Jesus Christ.  27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm confirmconfirm by word of mouth what we are writing.  28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit SpSpirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: requiremerequirements:  29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from frfrom the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well wellwell to avoid these things.  ��Farewell. 

Acts 15:24   We have heard that some went out from us without our 
authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said.  25 
So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear 
friends Barnabas and Paul—  26 men who have risked their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to 
confirm by word of mouth what we are writing.  28 It seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following 
requirements:  29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, 
from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do 
well to avoid these things. 

 Farewell. Acts 15:30      �The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered ggathered the church together and delivered the letter.  31 The people read it and andand were glad for its encouraging message.  32 Judas and Silas, who themselves themselves themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the brothers. brothersbrothers.  33 After spending some time there, they were sent off by the brothers brothersbrothers with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them.  35 But BuBut Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught taught taught and preached the word of the Lord. 

Acts 15:30    The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they 
gathered the church together and delivered the letter.  31 The people read it 



and were glad for its encouraging message.  32 Judas and Silas, who 
themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the 
brothers.  33 After spending some time there, they were sent off by the 
brothers with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them.  35 
But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others 
taught and preached the word of the Lord. Acts 15:36      �Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit visitvisit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see sesee how they are doing.”  37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with witwith them,  38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted desertedeserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work.  39 They ThThey had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark MMark and sailed for Cyprus,  40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the thethe brothers to the grace of the Lord.  41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening strenstrengthening the churches. 

Acts 15:36    Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and 
visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and 
see how they are doing.”  37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, 
with them,  38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had 
deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work.  39 
They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took 
Mark and sailed for Cyprus,  40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by 
the brothers to the grace of the Lord.  41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, 
strengthening the churches. Gen. 17:2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase increasincrease your numbers.” 

Gen. 17:2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly 
increase your numbers.” Gen. 17:3      �Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,  4 “As for me, this is my covenant ccovenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.  5 No longer will you be bbe called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many mamany nations.  6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings kingkings will come from you.  7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant covencovenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations generationgenerations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. you.you.  8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting eeverlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their theirtheir God.” 

Gen. 17:3    Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,  4 “As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.  5 No longer will you 
be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of 
many nations.  6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and 
kings will come from you.  7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting 
covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the 
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after 
you.  8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an 
everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be 
their God.” Gen. 17:9      �Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, covenant,covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come.  10 This TThis is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are aare to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 

Gen. 17:9    Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my 
covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come.  10 
This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you 
are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. Deut. 10:12      �And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but butbut to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORDLOLORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,  13 and to observe the LORD’SLLORD’S commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? 

Deut. 10:12    And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you 
but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the 



LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,  13 and to observe the 
LORD’S commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? Deut. 10:16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. lonlonger. 

Deut. 10:16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any 
longer. Deut. 30:6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, ddescendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, soul,soul, and live. 

Deut. 30:6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your 
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your 
soul, and live. Jer. 9:25      �“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will punish all who whowho are circumcised only in the flesh— 

Jer. 9:25    “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will punish all 
who are circumcised only in the flesh— Rom. 2:25      �Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break break break the law, you have become as though you had not been circumcised.  26 If If If those who are not circumcised keep the law’s requirements, will they not be regarded reregarded as though they were circumcised?  27 The one who is not circumcised physically pphysically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though you have the ththe written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker. 

Rom. 2:25    Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you 
break the law, you have become as though you had not been circumcised.  26 
If those who are not circumcised keep the law’s requirements, will they not be 
regarded as though they were circumcised?  27 The one who is not circumcised 
physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though you have 
the written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker. Rom. 2:28      �A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision circumcisicircumcision merely outward and physical.  29 No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; inwinwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written wwritten code. Such a man’s praise is not from men, but from God. 

Rom. 2:28    A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision merely outward and physical.  29 No, a man is a Jew if he is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
written code. Such a man’s praise is not from men, but from God. Acts 10:44      �While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came camecame on all who heard the message.  45 The circumcised believers who had come comcome with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured pouredpoured out even on the Gentiles.  46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and anand praising God. �Then Peter said,  47 “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with wwith water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  48 So he ordered orderedordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter PeterPeter to stay with them for a few days. 

Acts 10:44    While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 
came on all who heard the message.  45 The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles.  46 For they heard them speaking in tongues 
and praising God.

 Then Peter said,  47 “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized 
with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  48 So he 
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked 
Peter to stay with them for a few days. Rom. 3:22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all allall who believe. There is no difference,  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the ththe glory of God,  24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption redemptionredemption that came by Christ Jesus.  25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, atatonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because becbecause in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— unpunisheunpunished—  26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to tto be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

Rom. 3:22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe. There is no difference,  23 for all have sinned and fall short of 



the glory of God,  24 and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  25 God presented him as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished—  26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as 
to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. Eph. 2:4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5 made us uus alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you youyou have been saved.  6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him himhim in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7 in order that in the coming ages he hehe might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to tto us in Christ Jesus.  8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and faith—anfaith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  9 not by works, so that thathat no one can boast.  10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus JesusJesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Eph. 2:4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5 made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 
you have been saved.  6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7 in order that in the coming ages 
he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness 
to us in Christ Jesus.  8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  9 not by works, so 
that no one can boast.  10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 2Tim. 1:8      �So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his hhis prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God,  999 who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have havehave done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in inin Christ Jesus before the beginning of time,  10 but it has now been revealed through thrthrough the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and and and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  11 And of this thisthis gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 

2Tim. 1:8    So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me 
his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God,  
9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we 
have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us 
in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time,  10 but it has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  11 And of 
this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. Titus 3:3      �At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved enslaved enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being beibeing hated and hating one another.  4 But when the kindness and love of God our oour Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, dondone, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and andand renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us generously through throughthrough Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we wewe might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

Titus 3:3    At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and 
enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another.  4 But when the kindness and love of God 
our Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that, having been justified by his grace, 
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. Acts 15:22      �Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to toto choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. BarnaBarnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were leaders leadleaders among the brothers.  23 With them they sent the following letter:  ��The apostles and elders, your brothers,  ��To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:  ��Greetings. 

Acts 15:22    Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided 
to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were 



leaders among the brothers.  23 With them they sent the following letter: 

 The apostles and elders, your brothers, 

 To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: 

 Greetings. Acts 15:24     ��We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization aauthorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said.  25 So So So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends friendfriends Barnabas and Paul—  26 men who have risked their lives for the name of of of our Lord Jesus Christ.  27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm confirmconfirm by word of mouth what we are writing.  28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit SpSpirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: requiremerequirements:  29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from frfrom the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well wellwell to avoid these things.  ��Farewell.   

Acts 15:24   We have heard that some went out from us without our 
authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said.  25 
So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear 
friends Barnabas and Paul—  26 men who have risked their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to 
confirm by word of mouth what we are writing.  28 It seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following 
requirements:  29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, 
from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do 
well to avoid these things. 

 Farewell.  


