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%
#%07>137>13% THE%CHRISTIAN’S%SELF%IMAGE%
%
%
% 3:00%%1%Corinthians%4:1%%We%are%to%consider%ourselves%as%
servants%of%Christ%and%stewards%of%the%mysteries%of%God.%%The%
role%of%servanthood%is%forthcoming%out%of%love%and%freely%
accepted.%
%
% 9:20%%Matthew%20:20>28%%Teaching%on%the%contrast%
between%trying%to%gain%status%and%true%servanthood.%%The%
Christian%should%never%be%in%a%position%to%lord%it%over%anyone.%%
Even%the%Son%of%Man%came%to%be%a%servant.%
%
% 16:15%%Luke%22:24>27%%Let%the%greatest%among%you%become%
as%the%youngest%and%the%leader%as%one%who%serves.%%Jesus%is%the%
one%who%serves%and%we%are%to%continue%that%ministry.%
%
% 21:50%%John%13:3>17%%We%are%to%come%to%one%another%in%the%
attitude%of%service%without%any%anticipation%as%to%“what’s%in%it%
for%me”.%
%
% 25:20%1%Corinthians%4:1%%and%reference%to%Matthew%25:35>
40.%Being%a%servant%of%Christ%means%that%you%serve%one%another%
in%his%name.%
%
% 27:30%%1%John%4:20%%If%you%say%you%love%God%while%hating%
your%brother%you%are%a%liar.%
%
% 29:00%Return%to%1%Corinthians%4:1>5%%Beyond%being%a%
servant%we%are%to%be%entrusted%with%the%mysteries%of%God%and%%



%
#%%07>137>13%%%Cont’d%
%
in%that%prove%faithful.%%Reference%to%Philippians%2:5>8.%%Jesus%
was%obedient.%%A%servant%is%obedient.%A%steward%is%trustworthy.%
% Reference%Matthew%25:14>30%The%parable%of%the%talents.%%
%
% 32:00%%1%Peter%4:10>11%%As%each%of%us%has%received%a%gift,%
use%it%to%serve%one%another%so%that%God%is%glorified.%%Reference%
to%John%17:4%%Jesus%glorified%the%Father%by%completing%the%work%
that%was%given%him%to%do.%%
%
% 35:50%%Galatians%1:13>17%%Paul%understands%his%calling%and%
moves%out%in%it.%
%
% 37:50%%Romans%15:15>16%%Paul%sees%his%stewardship%as%
awarded%by%the%grace%of%God%and%he%responds%to%it.%
%
% 39:00%%Ephesians%3:1>9%%Paul%understood%that%his%
stewardship%(verse%7)%was%a%gift%of%God’s%grace.%
% It%is%the%same%for%each%of%us.%%God%has%equipped%each%of%us%
in%certain%ways%and%it%is%our%stewardship%responsibility%to%use%
those%gifts%and%talents%in%furtherance%of%his%kingdom.%
%
% 40:50%%Romans%12:1>8%%%Take%a%genuine%assessment%of%
how%God%has%equipped%you%–%talents,%gifts,%life%experiences,%
resources%etc.%and%yield%yourself%to%Him.%
%
% 47:20%%1%Corinthians%15:9>11%%Teaching%on%what%to%do%
with%the%provisions%of%God’s%grace%to%you.%
%
% Terry%opens%the%session%to%questions.%%Some%of%the%
questions%are%difficult%to%hear%but%the%responses%are%fruitful.%



1Cor. 4:1   This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of oof the mysteries of God. 

1Cor. 4:1   This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. Matt. 20:20   Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him, with her sons, ssons, and kneeling before him she asked him for something.  21 And he said to to to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Command that these two sons of mine mmine may sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.”  22  22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink ddrink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.”  23 He said to to to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not not not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” FatheFather.”  24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. brothers. brothers.  25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of ofof the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. thethem.  26 It shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must mmust be your servant,  27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave; sslave;  28 even as the Son of man came not to be served but to serve, and to give givegive his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matt. 20:20   Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him, with her 
sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for something.  21 And he said 
to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Command that these two sons of 
mine may sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.”  
22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.”  23 He said 
to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is 
not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my 
Father.”  24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two 
brothers.  25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over 
them.  26 It shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant,  27 and whoever would be first among you must be your 
slave;  28 even as the Son of man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” Luke 22:24   A dispute also arose among them, which of them was to be regarded regardedregarded as the greatest.  25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise exeexercise lordship over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. benefacbenefactors.  26 But not so with you; rather let the greatest among you become as aas the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.  27 For which is the greater, greater, greater, one who sits at table, or one who serves? Is it not the one who sits at table? tabtable? But I am among you as one who serves. 

Luke 22:24   A dispute also arose among them, which of them was to be 
regarded as the greatest.  25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles 
exercise lordship over them; and those in authority over them are called 
benefactors.  26 But not so with you; rather let the greatest among you become 
as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.  27 For which is the 
greater, one who sits at table, or one who serves? Is it not the one who sits at 
table? But I am among you as one who serves. John 13:3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and and and that he had come from God and was going to God,  4 rose from supper, laid laidlaid aside his garments, and girded himself with a towel.  5 Then he poured water watewater into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with with with the towel with which he was girded.  6 He came to Simon Peter; and Peter said sasaid to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”  7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing doindoing you do not know now, but afterward you will understand.”  8 Peter said to to to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, youyou, you have no part in me.”  9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only onlyonly but also my hands and my head!”  10 Jesus said to him, “He who has bathed bathedbathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all over; and you yyou are clean, but not every one of you.”  11 For he knew who was to betray him; himhim; that was why he said, “You are not all clean.” 

John 13:3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God,  4 rose from supper, 
laid aside his garments, and girded himself with a towel.  5 Then he poured 
water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel with which he was girded.  6 He came to Simon Peter; and Peter 
said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”  7 Jesus answered him, “What I am 
doing you do not know now, but afterward you will understand.”  8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash 
you, you have no part in me.”  9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!”  10 Jesus said to him, “He who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all over; and 



you are clean, but not every one of you.”  11 For he knew who was to betray 
him; that was why he said, “You are not all clean.” John 13:12   When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed resumeresumed his place, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  13 You YYou call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  14 If I then, your Lord LLord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s another’s another’s feet.  15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do as I I I have done to you.  16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his hishis master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  17 If you know these tthese things, blessed are you if you do them. 

John 13:12   When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and 
resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  13 
You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  14 If I then, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.  15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do as 
I have done to you.  16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  17 If you know 
these things, blessed are you if you do them. 1Cor. 4:1   This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of oof the mysteries of God. 

1Cor. 4:1   This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. Matt. 25:35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me meme drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  36 I was naked and you clothed clotheclothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’    37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed ffeed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink?  38 And when did we see thee a stranger strangestranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?  39 And when did we see see see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’  40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, ‘Tru‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did diddid it to me.’ 

Matt. 25:35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  36 I was naked and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  
37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and 
feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink?  38 And when did we see thee a 
stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?  39 And when did we 
see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’  40 And the King will answer them, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you 
did it to me.’ 1John 4:20 If any one says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he he he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has hhas not seen. 

1John 4:20 If any one says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for 
he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he 
has not seen. 1Cor. 4:1   This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of oof the mysteries of God.  2 Moreover it is required of stewards that they be found foundfound trustworthy.  3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged judgedjudged by you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself.  4 I am not aware awaware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who wwho judges me.  5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before beforebefore the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness darknessdarkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then every man will receive receivereceive his commendation from God. 

1Cor. 4:1   This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God.  2 Moreover it is required of stewards that they be 
found trustworthy.  3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged by you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself.  4 I am not 
aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord 
who judges me.  5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, 
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in 
darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then every man will 
receive his commendation from God. 



Phil. 2:5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  6 who, who,who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing thing thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being being being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form he humbled humblehumbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 

Phil. 2:5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  6 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form he 
humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Matt. 25:14   “For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants servants servants and entrusted to them his property;  15 to one he gave five talents, to another aanother two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. awayaway.  16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; themthem; and he made five talents more.  17 So also, he who had the two talents made mamade two talents more.  18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug dugdug in the ground and hid his master’s money.  19 Now after a long time the master mamaster of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  20 And he who had hhad received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, ‘M‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’  212121 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful ffaithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’    22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered delivdelivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’  23 His master said ssaid to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a a a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’  24 He also who whwho had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be bebe a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not notnot winnow;  25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here HeHere you have what is yours.’  26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and andand slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where wwhere I have not winnowed?  27 Then you ought to have invested my money with withwith the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with witwith interest.  28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten tenten talents.  29 For to every one who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; abuabundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  30  30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and aand gnash their teeth.’ 

Matt. 25:14   “For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his 
servants and entrusted to them his property;  15 to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away.  16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them; and he made five talents more.  17 So also, he who had the two talents 
made two talents more.  18 But he who had received the one talent went and 
dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.  19 Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  20 And he who 
had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’  
21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been 
faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’  
22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’  23 His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over 
a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’  24 He also 
who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not winnow;  25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.’  26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked 
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather 
where I have not winnowed?  27 Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 
with interest.  28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the 
ten talents.  29 For to every one who has will more be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  
30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep 
and gnash their teeth.’ 1Pet. 4:10 As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards stewardstewards of God’s varied grace:  11 whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles of oof God; whoever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which God GoGod supplies; in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. ChrChrist. To him belong glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

1Pet. 4:10 As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace:  11 whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles 



of God; whoever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which 
God supplies; in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. John 17:4 I glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the work which thou gavest gavgavest me to do; 

John 17:4 I glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the work which thou 
gavest me to do; Gal. 1:13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church cchurch of God violently and tried to destroy it;  14 and I advanced in Judaism beyond beybeyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the tthe traditions of my fathers.  15 But when he who had set me apart before I was was was born, and had called me through his grace,  16 was pleased to reveal his Son SonSon to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not confer confer confer with flesh and blood,  17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles aapostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. DamascDamascus. 

Gal. 1:13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the 
church of God violently and tried to destroy it;  14 and I advanced in Judaism 
beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for 
the traditions of my fathers.  15 But when he who had set me apart before I 
was born, and had called me through his grace,  16 was pleased to reveal his 
Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not 
confer with flesh and blood,  17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to 
Damascus. Rom. 15:15 But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, remindreminder, because of the grace given me by God 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus JesJesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering offeroffering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

Rom. 15:15 But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of 
reminder, because of the grace given me by God 16 to be a minister of Christ 
Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the 
offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Eph. 3:1   For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles GentGentiles —  2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that ththat was given to me for you,  3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, reverevelation, as I have written briefly.  4 When you read this you can perceive my insight ininsight into the mystery of Christ,  5 which was not made known to the sons of men mmen in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets prprophets by the Spirit;  6 that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the tthe same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. gospel.gospel. 

Eph. 3:1   For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles —  2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you,  3 how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I have written briefly.  4 When you read this you can perceive my 
insight into the mystery of Christ,  5 which was not made known to the sons of 
men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit;  6 that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. Eph. 3:7   Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace gracgrace which was given me by the working of his power.  8 To me, though I am the ththe very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the thethe unsearchable riches of Christ,  9 and to make all men see what is the plan of ofof the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 

Eph. 3:7   Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s 
grace which was given me by the working of his power.  8 To me, though I am 
the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ,  9 and to make all men see what is the plan 
of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 



Rom. 12:1   I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present presentpresent your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your yoyour spiritual worship.  2 Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed transformed transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of of of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Rom. 12:1   I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship.  2 Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will 
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Rom. 12:3   For by the grace given to me I bid every one among you not to think think think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, judgjudgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned him.    4 For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the tthe same function,  5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually individuaindividually members one of another.  6 Having gifts that differ according to the the the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;  7  7 if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching;  8 he who exhorts, in inin his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he hhe who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Rom. 12:3   For by the grace given to me I bid every one among you not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned him.  
4 For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have 
the same function,  5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another.  6 Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;  
7 if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching;  8 he who exhorts, 
in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; 
he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 1Cor. 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because becausbecause I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what I I I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder harder harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with with with me.  11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.   

1Cor. 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is 
with me.  11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.  


